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NIFDA is a voluntary organisation committed to helping Northern Ireland food and beverage companies 
compete successfully, representing and promoting their interests. It was established to provide services to 
enhance, promote, inform, educate and develop member businesses.  

PAST CHAIRPERSONS

1996 – 1998 Dr Trefor Campbell CBE, F.R.Ag.S
Managing Director of Moy Park Ltd

1998 – 2000 Arthur Anderson
General Manager, Tayto NI Ltd

2000 – 2002 Alan Gibson
Purchasing Director, Moy Park Ltd

2002 – 2003 Michael Moreland
Managing Director, Andrews Holdings

2004 – 2006 John Barrett
Executive Director, Coca-Cola Bottlers (Ulster) Ltd

2006 – 2008 David H Malseed
Managing Director, United Molasses (Ireland) Ltd

2008 – 2010 Richard Moore
Joint Managing Director, Linden Foods

2010 – 2014 Tony O’Neill OBE
Marketing & Business Development Director, Moy Park Ltd

2014 – 2016 Dr David Dobbin CBE
Chief Executive, United Dairy Farmers

2016 – 2018 Declan Billington MBE
Managing Director, John Thompson & Sons

2018 – 2020 Brian Irwin
Chairman, Irwin’s Bakery

2020 – 2022 Nick Whelan
Group Chief Executive, Dale Farm

2022 – present George Mullan
Managing Director-Northern Ireland, ABP

NIFDA ANNUAL DINNER SPEAKERS

1997	 Terry Leahy

1998	 Dino Adriano

1999	 Malcolm Walker

2000	 Allan Leighton

2001	 Feargal Quinn

2002	 Eoin McGettigan

2003	 Sir Peter Davis

2004	 Dr Jon Bell

2005	 Ewan Venters

2006	 Guy Farrant

2007	 Sir Terry Leahy

2008	 Justin King

2009	 Peter Robinson

2010	 Andy Clarke

2011	 Mark Price

2012	 Martin Agnew

2013	 Justin King

2014	 Malcolm Walker

2015	 Jason Tarry

2016	 George Eustice MP

2017	 Andy Adcock

2018	 John Paul Scally

2019	 Jo Whitfield

2020	 Roger Burnley

2021	 Jason Tarry

2022	 Martin Agnew 

The 2022 NIFDA Annual Dinner is 
sponsored by HSBC UK 
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NIFDA wishes to thank HSBC UK for their ongoing commitment as well as the NIFDA member companies 
featured in this brochure for helping to make this event happen.
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26TH NIFDA ANNUAL DINNER 

6:30 pm	 Drinks Reception with Industry 

7:15 pm	 Introduction & Welcome: Michael Bell, NIFDA Executive Director

7:20 pm	 Allan Wilkinson, Head of Agrifoods, HSBC UK 

7:25 pm	 George Mullan, NIFDA Chair   

7:35 pm	 Keynote delivery, Martin Agnew, Joint Chairman and Managing

                       Director, Henderson Group 

7:55 pm	 Thank You: Ursula Lavery, NIFDA Vice-Chair

8:00 pm	 Dinner

10:00 pm	 Event Close 

Martin Agnew 
Joint Chairman and Managing 
Director

Martin Agnew is joint Chairman and Managing Director 
of the Henderson Group, along with his brother Geoff.  
Martin graduated from the University of Ulster with a 
BA (Hons) in Accountancy.

He joined Henderson’s in 1986, having spent 18 months 
training with fellow SPAR wholesaler, James Hall, in 
Preston, England.  

Martin began his career with the Henderson Group in 
Ross Cochran mineral water company, on Ravenhill 
Avenue, Belfast, in a warehouse supervisory capacity.

He became Logistics Director for Henderson Wholesale 
in 1989, and then succeeded his father as Managing 
Director of the wholesale business in 1998.  He later 
added the Chair role of Henderson Foodservice to his 
company business responsibilities. 

Externally, Martin has served on the Board of SPAR 
UK since 1998, and earlier this year stepped down as 
Chairman, having served in that capacity for 10 years.  
He previously served as Chair of the National Guild of 
Spar Retailers.

Martin is married to Judith, and they have three grown-
up children and one grandchild. Two of their children 
are also now working in the family business.

In his spare time, Martin is involved with his local 
church, walking his dogs, and enjoying the best of all 
that our local food and beverage sector has to offer!

GUEST SPEAKER
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NIFDA MEMBERS 2022

A.N. Irwin & Sons  

AB Vista      

ABP Lurgan                                                         

ABP Newry

Agri-research (Ireland) Ltd   

Allied Bakeries Ireland   

Alltech Northern Ireland   

Andrews Flour   

Ardboe Coldstore Ltd

Ballinaskeagh Grains Ltd   

Ballyrashane  

Bama UK

Barnett-Hall 

Biosearch Ltd

Burke Shipping Services

Cavanagh Free Range Eggs Ltd

Cefetra Ltd  

Chestnutt Animal Feeds   

Coca-Cola HBC Ireland 
and Northern Ireland

Cottagequinn Enterprises Ltd 

Cranswick Country 
Foods (Ballymena)  

Dale Farm Dairies Limited  

Devenish Nutrition Ltd 

Dunbia Ltd    

DSM Nutritional 
Products (UK) Ltd

Echlinville Distillery 

Elliott’s Tradition  

Fane Valley Co-Op Society Ltd 

Fane Valley Feeds Ltd

Fane Valley Stores

Farmgate Nutrition 

Finnebrogue Artisan

Foyle Food Group  

Frylite   

F S Herron Ltd   

Genesis Bakery

Gilfresh Produce  

Glastry Farm Ice-Cream  

Glens of Antrim Potatoes 

Golden Cow Dairies Ltd   

Gortavoy Feeds & 
Farm Supplies Ltd

Goulding NI  

Granville Food Care Ltd 

Hinch Distillery 

Hovis Ireland Bakeries Ltd 

Hughes Mushrooms 

Interfrigo Ltd  

James Doherty (Meats) Ltd

James Neill Ltd  

James Tolland & Co Ltd 

John Thompson & Sons Ltd 

Johnson Brothers (Belfast) Ltd

Karro Foods Ltd 

Kerry Dairy Consumer Goods 

Linden Foods Ltd   

Linergy  

Linwoods

Mackle Pet Foods 

Mash Direct Ltd 

Mason’s Animal Feeds 

McColgans Quality Foods

McGuckian Milling 

Moore’s Animal Feeds Ltd

Morelli Ice Cream

Morrow Foods

Moy Park

Norbev Ltd

Northern Ireland Grain 
Trade Association (NIGTA)

Northern Ireland Meat 
Exporters Association (NIMEA) 

Pilgrim’s Food Masters  

Precision Liquids Ltd

Premier Nutrition (Ireland) Ltd 

Pritchitts (Lakeland Dairies)

Provimi Ireland 

Punjana Tea Co Ltd

Rademon Estate Distillery Ltd 

Rich Sauces

SHS Group Ltd 

Skea Egg Farms Ltd   

Strabane Mills Ltd

Tayto (NI) Ltd 

Thomas Hutchinson & Sons Ltd 

T J Booth and Sons Ltd  

Trouw Nutrition

Tullyherron Farm Feeds Ltd

United Feeds Ltd   

United Molasses (Ireland) Ltd

W & R Barnett Ltd  

W. D. Irwin & Sons Ltd 

Western Brand Poultry 
Products NI Ltd  

White’s Speedicook Ltd  

Wilson’s Country Ltd 

NIFDA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 2022

Andrew Ingredients Ltd 

APC 

Armagh City, Banbridge and 
Craigavon Borough Council      

Bank of Ireland    

Belfast City Council   

Carson McDowell      

Danske Bank       

Deloitte LLP      

Derry Bros Customs 
Clearance Ltd

Digital Trader Services

Diversey

DWF Law 

Ecolab Ltd

Fermanagh & Omagh 
District Council

Foods Connected    

HSBC Bank Plc  

KPMG    

Manfreight Limited  

McCulla Ireland Ltd       

Mid & East Antrim 
Borough Council

Morrow Communications

Northern Ireland Water      

Physical 2 Digital 

Re-Gen Waste Management 

Stena Line Freight 

Sysco Software  

Tughans 

Ulster Bank Ltd 
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NORTHERN IRELAND FOOD AND DRINK ASSOCIATION LTD
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022

CHAIR

George Mullan
Managing Director-Northern Ireland     
ABP Food Group

OFFICE BEARERS

Vice-Chair (Incoming)
Ursula Lavery
Technical Director, Europe
Moy Park Ltd

Hon Treasurer
Peter Henry
Managing Director
Allied Bakeries Ltd

Vice-Chair (Outgoing)
Nick Whelan
Group Chief Executive
Dale Farm 

Executive Director
Michael Bell
Northern Ireland Food and Drink 
Association Ltd (NIFDA)

BOARD MEMBERS 2022

Tim Acheson 
General Manager of Food Service 
Operations Managing Director
Lakeland Dairies

Declan Billington MBE
Chief Executive 
John Thompson & Sons Ltd 

Tracy Hamilton MBE
Brand Director
Mash Direct

Brian Irwin
Chairman
Irwin’s Bakery

Arthur Richmond
Chief Operating & Financial Officer
SHS Group

I am delighted to welcome you back 
to the Hilton Hotel for our 26th NIFDA 
annual dinner. This event is always a 
good opportunity for our industry to 
come together to network and discuss 
the outlook for Northern Ireland’s 
biggest manufacturing sector.

These are challenging times for Northern 
Ireland food and drink. Inflation has 
been a major challenge, and is likely to 
continue to be for the rest of the year 
at least. Food inflation is already higher 
than it has been at any point over the 
last decade, affecting customers and 
businesses everywhere. The ripple 
effect of the ongoing war in Ukraine 
is impacting the food supply chain 
globally, driving up prices for feed, fuel 
and fertiliser. Our industry is doing its 
best to absorb these increased energy, 
raw material and ingredient costs but 
inevitably we are seeing some price 
increases being passed on. We are 
constantly engaging with government, 
both locally and nationally, to address 
these rising costs, particularly energy, 
and we await further detail on how the 
prime minister’s energy price guarantee 
will be rolled out in Northern Ireland. 

Despite this challenge we have seen 
trade and demand remaining strong in 
recent times, with foodservice seeing a 
welcome boost as society emerged from 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The industry is 

continuing to innovate to stay on top of 
consumer trends, customer demands and 
the regulatory landscape. Sustainability 
remains a key priority, and great work 
is being done on both farm and factory 
floor to ensure we are feeding the nation 
in the most sustainable way, lowering 
our carbon footprint and being part 
of the solution on climate change.

Essential to addressing the many 
challenges we face is investment. We 
can maintain our cutting edge, drive the 
green growth agenda and embrace the 
potential of advanced manufacturing 
through capital investment, but 
unfortunately industry here remains at a 
disadvantage to our regional competitors. 
We are the only region on these islands 
without a processor capital grant, and 
we need to address this competitive 
disadvantage. A capital support scheme 
would further drive innovation, boost 
productivity, and add value. Now is 
the time to level the playing field.

George Mullan

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD

George Mullan, George Mullan, Managing 
Director-Northern Ireland, ABP
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NIFDA’S ROLE

NIFDA’s role is to work in partnership with existing providers, associations, 
government and companies to promote the competitiveness of the industry. We 
adopt a ‘One Voice’ approach to industry matters including:

Exporting Research & Development

Regulation Technology & Innovation

Marketing & Promotion Sector Attractiveness &  
Skills Development

Food & Drink Sector Strategy

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
•	 Keep up to date with the latest 

industry news and developments 

•	 Lobbying of government on key issues 
affecting the industry

•	 Network and build relationships with 
industry colleagues, hear from expert 
speakers and share best practice

•	 Develop your business with insights 
and trends, member discounts on 
relevant events and training courses

•	 Access relevant grants and support 
programmes for your business

•	 Understand the retail environment 
with specialised training  
and reports

•	 Help with challenging media issues 
and crisis management

Join the discussion with peers and colleagues by becoming a NIFDA member. To 
find out more please contact jill@nifda.co.uk

+44 (0) 28 9048 9800
jay@print-library.com

RethINKing
packaging that’s

good enough to eat

Print Library creates 
sustainable food packaging 
from concept to production. 
Vegan glue. Vegetable ink.

#PackagingForThePlanet

This booklet has been printed by Print Library and is 100% compostable and recyclable
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Award winning  
beef & lamb
We are leading beef and sheep processors working  
with over 6,000 farm families across Northern Ireland.  
Our quality meat, innovative practices and sustainable 
ways of working have a worldwide reputation.

abpfoodgroup.com

ABP_NIFDA_Prog_22.qxp_Layout 1  21/09/2022  12:05  Page 1

NIFDA MEMBERSHIP

We are passionate about Northern Ireland 
Food and Drink, and are committed with 
our members to growing a sustainable, 
internationally competitive food and drink 
industry. NIFDA currently represents 120 
companies of all sizes from across the 
sector, and this number continues to grow. 
This year, we were delighted to welcome 
new members and associate members, 
including McColgans Quality Foods, 
Manfreight Limited, Diversey, Ecolab Ltd 
and Digital Trader Services. 

Another new associate member this year 
is Belfast City Council, joining Armagh City, 

Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council, 
Mid & East Antrim Borough Council and 
Fermanagh & Omagh Borough Council. 
Our report into the food and drink sector, 
produced last year by EY, found that our 
industry is key to supporting jobs across 
the geographic spread of Northern Ireland. 
It makes sense for us to work together, 
we look forward to further developing our 
relationships with the councils to unleash 
the potential of Northern Ireland Food and 
Drink.
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It is hard to overstate the importance 
of food and drink to the Northern 
Ireland economy. Together with the 
other sectors we work with across 
the food supply chain, we are a 
£4.9 billion industry, supporting 
some 113,000 workforce jobs in 
communities right across Northern 
Ireland. Northern Ireland Food and 
Drink continues to grow, feeding 
some 10 million people across these 
islands and beyond every year.

I have spoken before about our 
resilience, which was clearly 
demonstrated in the response of 
NIFDA members to the Covid-19 
pandemic. Presented with a once in a 
lifetime challenge, firms had to rapidly 
respond to changes in demand and 
transform factories to keep our key 
workers safe as they continued to feed 
the nation. Special commendation 
has to go to NIFDA Vice Chair Ursula 

Lavery for her role in coordinating the 
development of industry guidance on 
Covid-19. Her Outstanding Leadership 
in NI Food and Drink award, presented 
at this year’s NIFDA awards, was 
more than well deserved.

I was delighted with the return of 
the awards this year, our first since 
2019. It was a great opportunity to 
come together and celebrate the 
very best of our industry. We had 
some new categories this year to 
showcase how the industry is catering 
to new consumer and customer 
trends, including the category that 
attracted the most entries this year: 
environmental sustainability. Food 
and drink firms want to help fight 
climate change, and are doing so by 
making processes more sustainable, 
reducing packaging and creating new 
products with a lower carbon footprint.

Key to the success of our award-
winning food and drink companies 
is the ingenuity, determination, and 
hard work of people across the supply 
chain, from farm to fork. We are 
innovative to the core and always up 
to the challenge. That drive to find 
new solutions will see our industry 
grow further while becoming more 
sustainable – and our companies 
will earn even more accolades.

MESSAGE FROM NIFDA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TH ERE AT EVERY STEP OF TH E WAY, 
FROM FARM TO FRI DG E ,  TO PRODUCE 

TH E B EST QUALITY DAI RY.

PROU D TO B E PART OF N I  FOOD AN D DR I N K.
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The 26th Northern Ireland Food and 
Drink Association AGM took place on 
25th May 2022 at Craigavon Civic Centre, 
with DAERA Permanent Secretary 
Katrina Godfrey as guest keynote 
speaker. The meeting provided NIFDA 
members the opportunity to engage 
with Katrina to share perspectives on 
their businesses and the challenges and 
opportunities facing the food and drink 
sector here. 

The AGM also saw the appointment 
of George Mullan as the new Chair of 
the NIFDA board. George is Managing 
Director of ABP in Northern Ireland and 
takes over from immediate past Chair 
Nick Whelan. He will hold the position 
for two years. Ursula Lavery, Technical 
and R&D Director Europe, Moy Park, has 
been appointed as Vice Chair.

Speaking after his appointment, George 
Mullan said:

“This is a pivotal time for Northern 
Ireland food and drink, as we seek 
to continue to grow the sector while 
navigating our way though the 
challenges of sustainable growth, 
climate change, food inflation and supply 
chain issues. We cannot address these 
challenges alone. Progress in these 
areas will require investment and 
collaboration with stakeholders and all 

NIGDA AGM 2022

levels of government. We need to get the 
new Assembly up and running, and for 
Ministers to be appointed to champion 
the industry at this pivotal moment. 

“Food and drink is a key strategic sector 
in the Northern Ireland economy. We 
are the largest single manufacturing 
industry here, generating £4.9 billion 
value added, and supporting 113,000 
workforce jobs across the supply chain. 
We feed 10 million people worldwide, 
and our industry is world leading 
when it comes to quality, innovation, 
sustainability, animal welfare and 
commercial success.

“I am confident that we can boost our 
growth, build upon our sustainability 
credentials and play a key role in 
Northern Ireland’s economic recovery 
with the right level of collaboration 
between industry and government,” 
George concluded.

NIFDA ANNUAL DINNER 2021

NIFDA celebrated 25 years at the 
organisation’s Annual Dinner in 2021. 
Held in partnership with HSBC UK, 
the event took place at Belfast’s Hilton 
Hotel on Thursday 21st October and was 
attended by over 200 industry leaders 
and political representatives. Tesco UK 
& ROI CEO Jason Tarry was keynote 
speaker.
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Innovative local companies celebrated 
at NI food and drink awards

Some 400 guests turned out in style 
to celebrate Northern Ireland’s top 
food and drink companies at the 2022 
Northern Ireland Food and Drink Awards. 
A total of 13 awards were presented at 
the gala ceremony, hosted by the BBC’s 
Mark Simpson in the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, Belfast.

Hosted by NIFDA and supported by 
principal sponsor firmus energy, the 
awards are widely recognised as a key 
indicator of quality and success for 
food manufacturers and processors, 
offering local companies an invaluable 
opportunity to showcase innovative, 
quality products in front of key 
customers and stakeholders.

This year’s awards were bigger than 
ever, with new additions including the 
Environmental Sustainability Award and 
Healthier Product Innovation Award.

The four firmus energy Best New 
product awards were picked up by Dale 
Farm in the large company category with 
Dromona Lactose Free Sliced cheese, 
Genesis Bakery in the medium company 
category for its Meringue A Tang 
Biscake; while Hinch Distillery collected 
the small company category award for 

NIFDA AWARDS

Hinch Whiskey, with Karri Kitchen Ltd 
named highly commended for Mango 
Chicken Curry. Cookstown-based Big Pot 
Co won the micro company award with 
Vegan Sweet Potato Soup, and received 
highly commended for its Vegan 
Butternut Squash and Chipotle Bean 
Soup in the same category. 

Congratulating the winners on the night, 
Michael Bell, Executive Director, NIFDA 
said:

“Food and drink is one of Northern 
Ireland’s key strategic sectors, 
supporting some 113,000 jobs across 
the supply chain and generating £4.9 
billion value added here annually. That 
commercial success is built on the 
passion, ingenuity and hard work of food 
and drink companies of all sizes right 
across Northern Ireland. The awards are 
a celebration of those companies, and 

the people within them.

“On behalf of all of us at NIFDA, I would 
like to thank everyone who entered, our 
event sponsors and our expert judges 
– this event would not be possible 
without their hard work and support. 
Our congratulations go to all of tonight’s 
winners. They should be proud of their 
achievements, and we look forward 
to their continued growth and further 
success in the future.” 
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CAREERS IN FOOD AND DRINK 

A tightening labour market in recent 
times caused by Brexit, Covid-19 and 
other factors has led to a greater focus 
on recruitment strategies for food and 
drink companies of all sizes. In June 
of this year NIFDA and Food & Drink 
Sector Skills launched a forum for 
food and drink companies to discuss 
this challenge. Hosted at CAFRE, with 
input from educational and recruitment 
industry experts, the ‘food and drink 
call to action’ meeting discussed the 
current market situation, how agri-food is 
perceived by the employee marketplace, 

how other sectors are tackling this 
problem and how initiatives such as the 
apprenticeship levy and labour market 
partnerships with local government can 
benefit local companies.

It was agreed that a body led by NIFDA 
should be formed to provide a forum 
for food and drink companies to share 
insights on agri-food recruitment, how to 
facilitate better retention of employees, 
and how investing in skills and 
infrastructure can help going forward. 

WWW.MOYPARK.COM

 

Proud to partner 
with NIFDA

You Make The Difference

Committed to producing quality food 
sustainably with our farming partners.

2022 REVIEW 
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In August 2020 NIFDA commissioned 
the Advanced Food Manufacturing 
network, with a focus on the potential 
of digital technologies to tackle 
recruitment shortfalls, improve health 
and safety standards and enhance 
overall productivity.  Supported by 
Invest Northern Ireland through its 
Collaborative Growth Programme, the 
Automated Food Manufacture network 
is exploring how digital technologies can 
be integrated into production processes 
to boost growth for the industry in 
Northern Ireland.

Conducted by agri-food specialists 
Birnie Consultancy, the goal of the 
network is to establish the current 
situation in terms of automation and 
use of data from a range of NI food 
companies as well as identifying 
support and gaps. To this end, Birnie 
consulted with 10 Northern Ireland food 
companies to deliver a report, published 
in December, which outlines five 
specific areas of need: the use of data 
for management; the key importance 
of automation to productivity and 
profitability gains; the availability of 
training and skills development; the 
importance of making connections 
to raise awareness of solutions that 
can maximise the productivity of 
food production; and the need for an 

Advanced Food Manufacturing Network 
to help to move the sector forwards.

The analysis and outcomes of this 
report are given after a careful study 
of Food Manufacturing in Northern 
Ireland and input from each company 
in the form of a comprehensive 4 
Manufacturing survey and continual 
engagement with both the Consultants 
and other businesses through our 
Advanced Food Manufacturing Network.

The report can be viewed and 
downloaded from the NIFDA website.

ADVANCED FOOD MANUFACTURING NETWORK 

DELIVERING MORE
FOR YOU EVERYDAY
SERVING THE FOOD & BEVERAGE SECTOR SINCE 1973

Manfreight have been leading the way in the Transport & Logistics Industry in Northern 
Ireland for almost five decades. Innovation and new technologies are at the heart of our 
o�ering, benefiting our partners, customers, and the entire economy.

We work closely with suppliers and customers who share our vision to transform and 
digitise the supply chain.

Our mission is to provide complete transparency across our operation, giving our 
customers peace of mind and integrity of product from collection to delivery. 

Through investment in technology and our people, we are changing not only the way we 
do business but the industry as a whole.

O F F I C I A L  M E M B E R
O F F I C I A L  M E M B E R

CERT I F I CAT ED

Armagh City
Banbridge
& Craigavon
BUSINESS
AWARDS | 2022

manfreight.eu
+44 28 3839 9889M E M B E R
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ADDITIONAL FUNDING SECURED TO SUPPORT EXPORTS AND SUSTAINABILITY 
IN THE FOOD AND DRINK SECTOR

ADDITIONAL FUNDING SECURED TO SUPPORT EXPORTS AND SUSTAINABILITY 
IN THE FOOD AND DRINK SECTOR

NIFDA continues to work with EU 
regional partners to promote Northern 
Ireland food and drink, share expertise 
and secure support for local businesses. 
Representing Northern Ireland industry 
on two EU-funded projects, we have 
been working with other organisations 
from neighbouring regions to build 
on our expertise in exports and 
sustainability and ensure SMEs within 
the sector can benefit from funding 
opportunities.

ATLANTIC FOOD AREA EXPORT 

The Atlantic Food Area Export 
project, an EU-funded food and drink 
programme for SMEs, has secured 
additional funding to support food 
exports for SMEs in the food and drink 
sector, with small and medium sized 
food businesses in Northern Ireland set 
to benefit.

The innovative programme has to date 
provided training and mentoring to food 
and drink SMEs across the Atlantic Area 
regions of Ireland, Northern Ireland, 
France, Spain and Portugal.

The additional funding of over €350,000 
is aimed at helping food and drink SMEs 
undertake market study tours and trade 
missions across five European markets, 

and to help provide further training and 
support services for SMEs, allowing 
them to analyse their current status and 
formulating recommendations for action 
towards developing exports.

AREA HEALTHY FOOD ECO-SYSTEM 
(AHFES)

Northern Ireland food and drink SMEs 
are also set to benefit from additional 
funding to support sustainability 
in the sector, secured by the EU 
AHFES programme. The additional 
funding of over €235,000 is aimed at 
the sustainability component of food 
manufacturing, and to help provide 
further training and support services 
for SMEs, helping them to analyse 
their current status and formulating 
recommendations for action towards 
incorporating sustainability practices.

With more activity to come, NIFDA looks 
forward to continuing its work with our 
partners in regions across the Atlantic 
Area to promote and secure support 
for innovative food and drink SMEs 
and encourage sustainability through 
innovation.

For more information on these projects, please visit: https://www.ahfesproject.com/ 
and http://atlanticfoodexport.eu/. 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with NIFDA Project Manager Harry Hamilton at 
harry@nifda.co.uk

End-to-End 
Software Solutions 
for Supply Chain, 
Procurement, Food 
Safety, Quality and 
Sustainability.

www.foodsconnected.com

CONTACT US AT 
SALES@FOODSCONNECTED.COM
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Award Winning Beef & Lamb

dunbia.com

THE HOME OFNIFDA PACKAGING FORUM

NIFDA works collaboratively with our 
members and external partners to 
discuss challenges, share best practice 
and map our solutions. In 2019 we 
established a packaging forum, bringing 
together representatives from major 
companies across the food and drink 
sector in Northern Ireland to explore 
ways in which government and industry 
can work together to deliver practical 
solutions on plastics and packaging.

Plastic waste is an issue the industry 
is taking seriously. As a society we 
need to rethink our use of plastics, 
and at a government level there needs 
to be investment in better recycling 
infrastructure, and a reform of the 
system to drive up recycling rates. Our 
Packaging Forum meets on a regular 

basis to discuss these issues, share best 
practice and engage with government to 
assess what business can do to improve 
sustainability and be part of the solution. 
Together with Invest NI and Cafre 
colleagues, we are hosting an event on 
the Future of Food Packaging next year 
which will explore all of these areas 
in depth with expert input from across 
industry. 

Our future plans include expanding this 
platform into a broader NIFDA Packaging 
Excellence Forum, bringing in packaging 
manufacturing and recycling companies 
to ensure even greater supply chain 
collaboration as together we play our 
part in bolstering the sustainability 
credentials of Northern Ireland Food and 
Drink.
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